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or success ?' he wrote to Elizabeth, a fortnight before his return
to Dublin.' Is it not known that from England I receive nothing
but discomforts and soul's wounds? Is it not spoken in the army
that your Majesty's favour is diverted from me and that already
you do bode ill both to me and it ? ... Is it not lamented of your
Majesty's faithfullest subjects, both here and there, that a Cob-
ham or a Raleigh -1 will forbear others for their places' sake -
should have such credit and favour with your Majesty, when
they wish the ill-success of your Majesty's most important
action, the decay of your greatest strength, and the destruction
of your faithfullest servants? Yes, yes, I see both my own destiny
and your Majesty's decree, and do willingly embrace the one
and obey the other. Let me honestly and zealously end a weari-
some life.' el provided for this service a plastron and not a
cuirass/ he told the Council; 'that Is, I am armed on the breast,
but not on the back.'

Elizabeth loosed the pent-up flood of her scorn. He was back
in Dublin, she wrote to Essex, but had given her little light on
his intentions concerning the main operations against Ulster.
She might be satisfied with his personal labours of mind and
body, but he must surely realize that she who had the eyes of
foreign princes on her actions and the hearts of people to com-
fort and cherish, who were groaning under the burden of con-
tinual levies and impositions, could find little pleasure in what
had yet been accomplished. One thing displeased her more than
the ruinous expense: 'that it must be the Queen of England's
fortune, who hath held down the greatest enemy she had, to
make a base bush kern - Tyrone - to be accounted so famous
a rebel/

She reminded him of his breach of duty: that according to his
instructions he ought on arrival to have sent her a list of his
military establishment; but she still did not know, except by
report, who were spending her money or who had places of
note in her army. It was strange, with a kingdom at stake and
in a country where experience counted for so much, that regi-
ments should be committed to young gentlemen "who rather
.desire to do well than know how to perform it'. It is not